YES, I'M INTERESTED IN HELPING MOTHER EARTH MINISTERIES

O Under 16 0O16-18 0O 18+

Name

Mailing Address
Phone

E-mail

I can contribute
O time (please indicate how long and how often/when)
O transportation to prisons outside the Tucson and Phoenix areas (please indicate when/where)
O money (a tax deductible receipt will be issued)
O I am volunteering for more active involvement. (See below.)

M.E.M. is a legally recognized religious group responsible for those who act under its name. Please bear with
our caution. Use as many pages as you need to answer fully. (If you think this paperwork is annoying, wait till
you see how much there is for the Department of Corrections.)

Of course, your record has to be clean. Conviction does not disqualify you from being a corresponding
priest\ess for Mother Earth Ministries, but if you’ve been convicted of a felony, you will not be authorized to
go “inside.” There’s an extensive background check, fingerprinting and testing for TB as well as for illegal drug
use.

I’m interested in prison ministry because ....

My expectations of Mother Earth Ministries are ...

My Tradition is for _ years. Eclectic? Please indicate major sources
/influences

REFERENCES
Undertaking this work is an enormous responsibility. The inmates depend on us. The commitment involved is big
and long-term. May we contact people who can affirm your qualifications for this kind of work? Thanks!

Name Address (street) Phone/e-mail

IF YOU’VE COME THIS FAR, THERE’S MORE ON THE BACK.

Anyone working with inmates (or their families or prison guards or chaplains or ...) has to be competent
and knowledgeable about the faith. This doesn’t mean knowing just your own path, it means having some
understanding of other Wiccan Traditions and other neo-Pagan religions to be able to minister usefully to
Pagans of other denominations.



Be aware: there are tight restrictions on Tools — for inmates and for Pagan clergy coming in to lead
ritual. You have to work without most of the Tools and accessories most of us take for granted and you have to
be tolerant of the many strict regulations that govern life in prison. Authority must be respected, and rules
obeyed absolutely. Religious volunteers are considered unpaid staff of the D.O,C.

I am familiar with O Wicca O Other
O Druidism
O Asatru
I’ve had some training in/made a study of/specialize in/teach or write about

I have particularly useful resources such as

My experience includes
O solitary work (in style)
O coven work (describe)
O public ritual (__ creation __ presentation)

O teaching (classes, demonstrations, workshops; describe)

O other/add’l

My other applicable talents, skills and training include

IF YOU’RE VOLUNTEERING TO WRITE TO INMATES, YOU’LL BE ASKED TO ANSWER SOME SAMPLE LETTERS FIRST.

IF YOU’RE VOLUNTEERING TO GO IN, THERE’LL BE TRAINING AND SUPERVISION AS CIRCUMSTANCES ALLOW.

Finally, realize that every once in a while, Something Happens, and a unit goes on “lock down.”
Whatever prompts it, nobody can leave until the crisis is resolved. You have to be patient and calm -- and maybe
even brave -- on lock down, and not inclined to whine or argue about it.

Not only are there security concerns and legal obligations to consider, and not only do we have to be
careful of M.E.M.’s reputation, we have to remember that any of us might be the only neo-Pagan that a D.O.C.
employee (or anyone else we encounter in our work) ever meets. The reputation of neo-Paganism rests pretty
literally on our shoulders.

I affirm that my interest in ministering to Wiccan-Pagan inmates of the state prison system is
sincere and that my answers hereon are accurate. I understand that if I volunteer to visit or write to
inmates as a volunteer for Mother Earth Ministries, I am responsible for maintaining the reputation of
Mother Earth and the Ministries’ priest\esses, but also the reputation of the Wiccan faith and the God\dess,
and I agree to work within the parameters set by M.E.M.’s Board of Directors.

Date Signature

Signature: Parent of Minor Volunteer

THANK YOU for your interest in Mother Earth Prison Ministries. Please let us know if you have any questions.
Please return this form to:
Mother Earth Ministries,
Post Office Box 35906, Tucson, AZ 85740-5906



